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MISSION STATEMENT  

Leading Edge Academy Online (LEAO) is dedicated to providing its students with the tools necessary to 

become independent, lifelong learners and citizens of character with a concern for individuals in their 

community. This will be accomplished through a rigorous curriculum, preparing students for 

postsecondary education and civic engagement in the community. 

CORE VALUES: 

 Character above all else  Fiscal sustainability  Academic excellence  Staff fit and focus 

  Safe atmosphere  Whole child 

NETWORK ADMINISTRATION  

President - Delmer Geesey  

Executive Director/Education Director – Lori Anderson  

Executive Team/Operations Director – Becki Krueger  

NETWORK OFFICE 633 E. Ray Road, Ste. 132 Gilbert, AZ 85296 480-633-0414 

LEAD CHARTER SCHOOL BOARD  

Delmer Geesey – President  

Tim Hall  

Candy Body  

Dr. Rick Howard  

Vicky Schildgen 

Regular School Board meetings are normally held monthly. Meeting notices are posted at the Network 

office and online 24 hours in advance. 

LEAO RESOURCE CENTERS  

Hours at each Resource Center vary. Please check with the school office for current schedule.  

Gilbert Resource Center, 717 W Gilbert Road, Gilbert, AZ 85233  

Maricopa Resource Center, 18700 N Porter Road, Maricopa, AZ 85138 

 

 

This course description catalog is a comprehensive list of courses available at Leading Edge Academy 

Online. Course offerings may vary based on availability of facilities, staff and student enrollment.  
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Leading Edge Academy Online – Graduation Requirements 

ARIZONA UNIVERSITY ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS 

Curriculum Area 
Leading Edge Academy Online 

Graduation Requirements 
Arizona University Entrance 

Requirements 

English 4 credits 4 credits 

Math 4 credits 4 credits 

Science 3 credits 3 Lab Science credits 
Must include at least three of 

the four areas: Chemistry, 
Physics, Earth and Biological 

sciences. 

Social Studies 3 credits 2 credits 

Physical Education 1 credit 0 credits 

CTE/Fine Arts 1 credit 1 CTE or Fine Arts credit 
Students must complete one 
credit of Fine Arts from the 
following areas: music, art, 

theater, or dance OR one credit 
of CTE from the same program 

area. 

Electives 5 credits 0 credits 

World Languages 1 credit 2 credits 
Students must complete two 
years of the same language. 

Total Credits Required 22 credits 16 credits 

 Beginning with Cohort 2017, 
students must obtain a passing 

score in the American Civics 
Exam to graduate. 

SAT or ACT may be required. 
Contact the college or university 

of your choice for specific 
entrance requirements, including 

GPA, rank or test scores. 

 

Students are required to earn no less than 22 credits in the following subject areas: 

 English (4 credits) – This requirement will be met by completing one credit each of English 9, 

English 10, English 11 and English 12. ENG-105 and ENG-106 (GCU) may also be used to satisfy 

the requirement for English 12. 

 Math (4 credits) – The requirement will be met by earning four credits in math, one of which 

must be Algebra II or complete a math personal curriculum plan. 

 Social Studies (3 credits) – This requirement will be met by completing one credit of World 

History, one credit of US/Arizona History, one-half credit of Economics, and one-half credit of 

US/Arizona Government. ECN-220 (GCU) may be used to satisfy the Economics requirement; 

GOV-140 (GCU) may be used to satisfy the US/Arizona Government requirement. 

 Science (3 credits) – This requirement will be met by earning three credits in science, one of 

which must be Lab Biology.  
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 Physical Education (1 credit) – This requirement is met by successfully completing one credit of 

Physical Education.  

 Career and Technical Education (CTE) or Fine Arts (1 credit) – This requirement will be met by 

completing one credit in either CTE or Fine Arts.  Courses taken at EVIT will meet the CTE 

requirement.  

 Electives (5 credits) – This requirement will be met by completing any five credits of elective 

course offerings. A maximum of one unit of elective will be allowed for teacher aide, office 

assistant, and other programs of this type. 

 World Languages (1 credit) – This requirement will be met by completing a world language 

course. Students completing Arizona university entrance requirements must complete two 

consecutive years of the same language.  

NATIONAL COLLEGIATE ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION – NCAA 

Please check with the NCAA campus advisor for information regarding NCAA academic requirements 

or visit www.eligibilitycenter.org. NOTE: Credit Recovery Courses do not meet NCAA academic 

requirements. Student athletes must meet with the school counselor to ensure they are enrolled in 

the correct courses.  

 

HIGH SCHOOL CORE COURSE PROGRESSION (SAMPLE) 

Freshman Year:   Junior Year: 

English    English 

Math    Math 

Science    Science 

Social Studies   Social Studies 

Sophomore Year:   Senior Year: 

English    English 

Math    Math 

Science    Social Studies 

 

 

Students must obtain a passing score on the American Civics Act Exam to graduate. 
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LEARNING TRACKS 

LEAO offers a blended, personalized learning experience for students in 6th - 12th grade. Students 

may be enrolled in a variety of course types that best serve the student. Typically, students complete 

courses during the semester-based calendar, however LEAO also offers “compressed timeline” 

courses which allow the student to complete more courses in a shortened length of time. Please 

contact the school for information on the next course beginning date. 

 

Learning Track Eligible Grade Levels Requirements 
Expected  

Completion Time 

Blended Learning (BL): 

Students taking BL courses are 

supported by a blend of online 

curriculum and direct instruction 

from a teacher. Students work 

with their peers and teachers to 

complete course projects and 

assignments. 

 

6-12 -Curriculum 

-Projects 

-Direct Instruction 

(Zoom) 

Students are enrolled in 

6 classes each semester. 

 

Each .5 credit course is 

designed to be 

completed during an 18 

week semester.  

Grand Canyon Diploma (GCD)*: 

Students pursuing the GCD 

complete courses on a 

compressed timeline in 

preparation to take college-level 

courses. Students participating 

in these courses maintain a 

minimum 3.0 GPA. GCD courses 

include course projects and 

collaborative assignments. 

Students also complete teacher-

directed assignments and meet 

regularly with the school advisor 

to ensure program success. 

 

9-12 -Curriculum 

-Projects 

-Direct Instruction 

(Zoom) 

Students are enrolled in 

4 classes each quarter.  

 

Each .5 credit course is 

designed to be 

completed within a 9 

week period.  
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Credit Recovery (CR):  

To support students who have 

fallen behind in their credits, 

LEAO offers CR courses designed 

to help students recover their 

credits while earning additional 

credits needed to meet 

graduation requirements. CR 

courses are completed on a 

compressed timeline with the 

support of a teacher. 

NOTE: CR Courses do not meet 

NCAA academic requirements. 

Student athletes must meet 

with the school counselor to 

ensure they are enrolled in the 

correct courses.  

 

9-12 

 

-Curriculum 

 

CR courses may be 

completed in 

conjunction with BL 

courses, or during 

summer school. 

 

Each .5 credit course is 

designed to be 

completed over a six-

week period.  

 

Specialized Learning (SL):  

SL courses allow our teachers to 

individualize courses to meet 

the learning needs of a 

struggling student. The course 

accommodations align with 

students who have an IEP or 504 

learning plan to ensure student 

needs are addressed and met. 

 

6-12 -Varies Students are enrolled in 

6 classes each semester.  

 

Each .5 credit course is 

designed to be 

completed during an 18 

week semester. 

Honors (H)*:  

LEAO Honors courses provide 

the components of the BL 

courses with the rigor expected 

of an honors level course. 

Honors courses may be 

9-12 -Expanded 

Curriculum 

-Projects 

-Direct Instruction 

(Zoom) 

Students are enrolled in 

6 courses each 

semester.  

 

Each .5 credit course is 
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completed over the course of a 

semester, or students may 

request to complete the course 

on a compressed timeline.  

 

designed to be 

completed over 18 

weeks.  

Personalized Learning (PL): 

PL courses are designed to 

support students who want to 

focus on fewer classes over a 

shorter amount of time. 

Students work year-round on 

courses.  

 

6-12 -Curriculum 

-Direct Instruction 

(Zoom) 

Students complete 2 

courses every 6 weeks.  

 

Each .5 credit course is 

designed to be 

completed over 6 weeks. 

* GCD and H tracks have prerequisite requirements. Please see school administrator for enrollment 

options.  

All students at LEAO participate in the Medal of Honor Character Program and Community Service 

Projects. Students are required to document 20 service hours per semester as a part of our school-

wide character program. 

 

EDUCATION AND CAREER ACTION PLAN (ECAP) 

An ECAP reflects students’ current plan of coursework, career aspirations, and extended learning 

opportunities. The ECAP helps students personalize their education and enables them to maximize the 

opportunities available upon high school graduation. 

All students in grades 9-12 shall complete an ECAP prior to graduation. Students shall develop an ECAP 

in consultation with their parent or guardian and their counselor. LEAO students develop ECAP’s in 

accordance with State Board Rule #R7.2-302.5 (www.azed.gov/ecap). 

 

CAREER RESOURCES 

Academic advisors are available to provide information to help students make wise and mature 

decisions about their futures. Information and assistance is provided in the following areas: career 

information, college entrance requirements, trade and technical school options, financial aid resources, 

military contacts with recruitment personnel, special programs and youth employment opportunities. 
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ENROLLMENT REQUIREMENTS 

High school students must enroll in the minimum number of LEAO credit-bearing courses per semester 

as required by LEAD Charter School policy. High school students may enroll in a combination of school 

and dual enrollment courses.  

 

FEES/EXPENSES 

Please see course descriptions for specific fee and expense information. Fundraising, tax credits and 

donations may help to defray the cost of participating in extracurricular activities. Fees and expenses 

listed will furnish sufficient resources to successfully complete the required course activities. Students 

may contact the school administrator to request a reduction/waiver of course fees. 

 

GRADES 

LEAO maintains a continuous system for informing parents of the status of their student’s progress in a 

course. THE SEMESTER GRADE IS THE ONLY GRADE POSTED ON THE CUMULATIVE RECORD CARD 

(TRANSCRIPT).  

A=Work of excellent quality   E=Excellent  

B=Above average work    S=Satisfactory  

C=Average work     N=Needs improvement  

D=Below average work    U=Unsatisfactory, no credit  

F=Failing work, no credit   P=Non-competitive grade  

      I=Incomplete*  

 

W=Withdraw**  

* An Incomplete grade must be made up within four (4) weeks or it becomes an “F.” A “W/F” is the 

equivalent of an “F.”  

**A student may withdraw from a course without a failing grade (F) if they have completed less than 

50% of the course content.  

 

Grade Clarification:  

 A passing grade shall be determined on a cumulative basis, from the beginning of instruction to 

the recording of a transcript grade.  
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 Withdraw/Fail (W/F) grades and grades received in all other courses for which the student is 

responsible will be used in determining a student’s GPA. 

 

Grading Scale: 

Percentage Letter Grade Grade Points 

97-100 
93-96 
90-92 

A+ 
A 
A- 

4.3 
4 
3.7 

87-89 
83-86 
80-82 

B+ 
B 
B- 

3.3 
3 
2.7 

77-79 
73-76 
70-72 

C+ 
C 
C- 

2.3 
2 
1.7 

67-69 
63-66 
60-62 

D+ 
D 
D- 

1.3 
1 
.7 

0-59 F 0 
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Leading Edge Academy Online Course Descriptions 
 

Course Title Credits Course Description 

English 9A 
English 9B 

 

.5 

.5 
This freshman-year English course engages students in literary analysis 
and inferential evaluation of great texts both classic and contemporary. 
While critically reading fiction, poetry, drama, and literary nonfiction, 
students will master comprehension and literary-analysis strategies. 
Interwoven in the lessons across two semesters are activities that 
encourage students to strengthen their oral language skills and produce 
clear, coherent writing. Students will read a range of classic texts 
including Homer’s The Odyssey, Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet, and 
Richard Connell’s “The Most Dangerous Game.” They will also study 
short but complex texts, including influential speeches by Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr., Franklin D. Roosevelt, and Ronald Reagan. 
Contemporary texts by Richard Preston, Julia Alvarez, and Maya 
Angelou round out the course. 

English 10A 
English 10B 

.5 

.5 
Focused on application, this sophomore English course reinforces 
literary analysis and twenty-first century skills with superb pieces of 
literature and literary nonfiction, application e-resources, and 
educational interactives. Each thematic unit focuses on specific literary 
analysis skills and allows students to apply them to a range of genres 
and text structures. As these units meld modeling and application, they 
also expand on training in media literacy, twenty-first century career 
skills, and the essentials of grammar and vocabulary. Under the 
guidance of the eWriting software, students also compose descriptive, 
persuasive, expository, literary analysis, research, narrative, and 
compare-contrast essays. 

English 11A 
English 11B 

.5 

.5 
This junior-year English course invites students to delve into American 
literature from early American Indian voices through contemporary 
works. Students engage in literary analysis and inferential evaluation of 
great texts as the centerpieces of this course. While critically reading 
fiction, poetry, drama, and expository nonfiction, students master 
comprehension and literary analysis strategies. Interwoven in the 
lessons across two semesters are tasks that encourage students to 
strengthen their oral language skills and produce creative, coherent 
writing. Students read a range of short but complex texts, including 
works by Ralph Waldo Emerson, Emily Dickinson, Herman Melville, 
Nathaniel Hawthorne, Paul Laurence Dunbar, Martin Luther King, Jr., F. 
Scott Fitzgerald, Sandra Cisneros, Amy Tan, and Dave Eggers. 

English 12A 
English 12B 

.5 

.5 
This senior-level English course offers fascinating insight into British 
literary traditions spanning from Anglo-Saxon writing to the modern 
period. With interactive introductions and historical contexts, this full-
year course connects philosophical, political, religious, ethical, and 
social influences of each time period to the works of many notable 
authors, including Chaucer, William Shakespeare, Queen Elizabeth I, 
Elizabeth Barrett Browning, and Virginia Woolf. Adding an extra 
dimension to the British literary experience, this course also exposes 
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students to world literature, including works from India, Europe, China, 
and Spain. 

Intro to 
Communications 
and Speech 

.5 Beginning with an introduction that builds student understanding of the 
elements, principles, and characteristics of human communication, this 
course offers fascinating insight into verbal and nonverbal messages 
and cultural and gender differences in the areas of listening and 
responding. High school students enrolled in this one-semester course 
will be guided through engaging lectures and interactive activities, 
exploring themes of self-awareness and perception in communication. 
The course concludes with units on informative and persuasive 
speeches, and students are given the opportunity to critique and 
analyze speeches 

IDEA Writing .5 Motivating students in grades nine through twelve to become more 
articulate and effective writers, this one-semester course hands-on 
experience writing personal reflections, definition essays, research 
essays, persuasive essays, informative essays, and literary analysis 
essays. Offering targeted lessons on reputable research, effective 
communication, solid grammar, and compelling style, this one-
semester course utilizes the Six Traits of Effective Writing as an 
overarching framework. Students enrolled in this course develop the 
skills necessary to evaluate their own writing and articulate and apply 
writing and researching strategies. In addition, students get further 
practice applying the grammatical rules of standard American English in 
formal writing. 

Creative Writing .5 For many hundreds of years, literature has been one of the most 
important human art forms. It allows us to give voice to our emotions, 
create imaginary worlds, express ideas, and escape the confines of 
material reality. Through creative writing, we can come to better 
understand ourselves and our world. This course can provide you with a 
solid grounding in the writing process, from finding inspiration to 
building a basic story. Then, when you are ready to go beyond the 
basics, learn more complicated literary techniques to create strange 
hybrid forms of poetry and prose. By the end of this course, you can 
better discover your creative thoughts and turn those ideas into fully 
realized pieces of creative writing. 

Pre-Algebra A 
Pre-Algebra B 

.5 This full-year course is designed for students who have completed a 
middle school mathematics sequence but are not yet algebra ready. 
This course reviews key algebra readiness skills from the middle grades 
and introduces basic Algebra I work with appropriate support. Students 
revisit concepts in numbers and operations, expressions and equations, 
ratios and proportions, and basic functions. By the end of the course, 
students are ready to begin a more formal high school Algebra I study. 
*Does not meet Graduation Requirement for Math 

Algebra IA 
Algebra IB 

.5 

.5 
This full-year course focuses on five critical areas: relationships 
between quantities and reasoning with equations, linear and 
exponential relationships, descriptive statistics, expressions and 
equations, and quadratic functions and modeling. This course builds on 



13 
 

the foundation set in middle grades by deepening students’ 
understanding of linear and exponential functions and developing 
fluency in writing and solving one-variable equations and inequalities. 
Students will interpret, analyze, compare, and contrast functions that 
are represented numerically, tabularly, graphically, and algebraically. 
Quantitative reasoning is a common thread throughout the course as 
students use algebra to represent quantities and the relationships 
among those quantities in a variety of ways. Standards of mathematical 
practice and process are embedded throughout the course, as students 
make sense of problem situations, solve novel problems, reason 
abstractly, and think critically.  

Geometry A 
Geometry B 

.5 

.5 

 

This course formalizes what students learned about geometry in the 
middle grades with a focus on reasoning and making mathematical 
arguments. Mathematical reasoning is introduced with a study of 
triangle congruency, including exposure to formal proofs and geometric 
constructions. Then students extend what they have learned to other 
essential triangle concepts, including similarity, right-triangle 
trigonometry, and the laws of sines and cosines. Moving on to other 
shapes, students justify and derive various formulas for circumference, 
area, and volume, as well as cross-sections of solids and rotations of 
two-dimensional objects. Students then make important connections 
between geometry and algebra, including special triangles, slopes of 
parallel and perpendicular lines, and parabolas in the coordinate plane, 
before delving into an in-depth investigation of the geometry of circles. 
The course closes with a study of set theory and probability, as students 
apply theoretical and experimental probability to make decisions 
informed by data analysis. 

Algebra IIA 
Algebra IIB 

.5 

.5 
This course focuses on functions, polynomials, periodic phenomena, 
and collecting and analyzing data. The course begins with a review of 
linear and quadratic functions to solidify a foundation for learning these 
new functions. Students make connections between verbal, numeric, 
algebraic, and graphical representations of functions and apply this 
knowledge as they create equations and inequalities that can be used 
to model and solve mathematical and real-world problems. As students 
refine and expand their algebraic skills, they will draw analogies among 
the operations and field properties of real numbers and those of 
complex numbers and algebraic expressions. Mathematical practices 
and habits of mind are embedded throughout the course, as students 
solve novel problems, reason abstractly, and think critically 

Pre-Calculus A 
(Advanced Math) 
Pre-Calculus B 
(Advanced Math) 

.5 
 

.5 

 

With an emphasis on function families and their representations, Pre-
calculus is a thoughtful introduction to advanced studies leading to 
calculus. The course briefly reviews linear equations, inequalities, and 
systems and moves purposefully into the study of functions. Students 
then discover the nature of graphs and deepen their understanding of 
polynomial, rational, exponential, and logarithmic functions. Scaffolding 
rigorous content with clear instruction, the course leads students 
through an advanced study of trigonometric functions, matrices, and 
vectors. The course concludes with a short study of probability and 
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statistics. 

Financial Math A 
Financial Math B 

.5 

.5 
Connecting practical mathematical concepts to personal and business 
settings, this course offers informative and highly useful lessons that 
challenge students to gain a deeper understanding of financial math. 
Relevant, project-based learning activities cover stimulating topics such 
as personal financial planning, budgeting and wise spending, banking, 
paying taxes, the importance of insurance, long-term investing, buying 
a house, consumer loans, economic principles, traveling abroad, 
starting a business, and analyzing business data. Offered as a two-
semester course for high school students, this course encourages 
mastery of math skill sets, including percentages, proportions, data 
analysis, linear systems, and exponential functions. 

Biology A 
Biology B 

.5 

.5 
This compelling two-semester course engages students in the study of 
life and living organisms and examines biology and biochemistry in the 
real world. This is a yearlong course that encompasses traditional 
concepts in biology and encourages exploration of new discoveries in 
this field of science. The components include biochemistry, cell biology, 
cell processes, heredity and reproduction, the evolution of life, 
taxonomy, human body systems, and ecology. This course includes both 
hands-on wet labs and virtual lab options. 

Chemistry A 
Chemistry B 

.5 

.5 
This rigorous, full-year course engages students in the study of the 
composition, properties, changes, and interactions of matter. The 
course covers the basic concepts of chemistry and includes eighteen 
virtual laboratory experiments that encourage higher-order thinking 
applications, with wet lab options if preferred. The components of this 
course include chemistry and its methods, the composition and 
properties of matter, changes and interactions of matter, factors 
affecting the interactions of matter, electrochemistry, organic 
chemistry, biochemistry, nuclear chemistry, mathematical applications, 
and applications of chemistry in the real world. 

Environmental 
Science A 
Environmental 
Science B 

.5 
 

.5 

 

This full-year course focuses on basic concepts in chemistry and physics 
and encourages exploration of new discoveries in the field of physical 
science. The course includes an overview of scientific principles and 
procedures and has students examine the chemical building blocks of 
our physical world and the composition of matter. Additionally, 
students explore the properties that affect motion, forces, and energy 
on Earth. Building on these concepts, the course covers the properties 
of electricity and magnetism and the effects of these phenomena. As 
students refine and expand their understanding of physical science, 
they will apply their knowledge to complete interactive virtual labs that 
require them to ask questions and create hypotheses. Hands-on wet lab 
options are also available.  

Physics A 
Physics B 

.5 

.5 

 

This full-year course acquaints students with topics in classical and 
modern physics. The course emphasizes conceptual understanding of 
basic physics principles, including Newtonian mechanics, energy, 
thermodynamics, waves, electricity, magnetism, and nuclear and 
modern physics. Throughout the course, students solve mathematical 
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problems, reason abstractly, and learn to think critically about the 
physical world. The course also includes interactive virtual labs and 
hands-on lab options, in which students ask questions and create 
hypotheses. 

Earth Science A 
Earth Science B 

.5 

.5 
Students enrolled in this dynamic course explore the scope of Earth 
sciences, covering everything from basic structure and rock formation 
to the incredible and volatile forces that have shaped and changed our 
planet. As climate change and energy conservation become increasingly 
prevalent in the national discourse, it will be important for students to 
understand the concepts and causes of our changing Earth. Earth 
Science is a two-semester course that provides a solid foundation for 
understanding the physical characteristics that make the planet Earth 
unique and examines how these characteristics differ among the 
planets of our solar system. 

World History A 
World History B 

.5 

.5 
This yearlong course examines the major events and turning points of 
world history from the Enlightenment to the present. Students 
investigate the foundational ideas that shaped the modern world in the 
Middle East, Africa, Europe, Asia, and the Americas, and then explore 
the economic, political, and social revolutions that have transformed 
human history. This rigorous study of modern history examines 
recurring themes, such as social history, democratic government, and 
the relationship between history and the arts, allowing students to 
draw connections between the past and the present, across cultures, 
and among multiple perspectives. Students use a variety of primary and 
secondary sources, including legal documents, essays, historical 
writings, and political cartoons to evaluate the reliability of historical 
evidence and to draw conclusions about historical events. Students also 
sharpen their writing skills in shorter tasks and assignments, and 
practice outlining and drafting skills by writing full informative and 
argumentative essays. 

AZ/US History A 
AZ/US History B 

.5 

.5 
U.S. History I is a yearlong course that dynamically explores the people, 
places, and events that shaped early United States history. This course 
stretches from the Era of Exploration through the Industrial Revolution, 
leading students through a careful examination of the defining 
moments that shaped the nation of today. Students begin by exploring 
the colonization of the New World and examining the foundations of 
colonial society. As they study the early history of the United States, 
students will learn critical-thinking skills by examining the constitutional 
foundations of U.S. government. Recurring themes such as territorial 
expansion, the rise of industrialization, and the significance of slavery 
will be examined in the context of how these issues contributed to the 
Civil War and Reconstruction 

Government .5 This semester-long course provides students with a practical 
understanding of the principles and procedures of government. The 
course begins by establishing the origins and founding principles of 
American government. After a rigorous review of the Constitution and 
its amendments, students investigate the development and extension 
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of civil rights and liberties. Lessons also introduce influential Supreme 
Court decisions to demonstrate the impact and importance of 
constitutional rights. The course builds on this foundation by guiding 
students through the function of government today and the role of 
citizens in the civic process and culminates in an examination of public 
policy and the roles of citizens and organizations in promoting policy 
changes. Throughout the course, students examine primary and 
secondary sources, including political cartoons, essays, and judicial 
opinions. Students also sharpen their writing skills in shorter tasks and 
assignments and practice outlining and drafting skills by writing full 
informative and argumentative essays.  

Economics .5 Available as either a semester or a full year, this course invites students 
to broaden their understanding of how economic concepts apply to 
their everyday lives—including microeconomic and macroeconomic 
theory and the characteristics of mixed-market economies, the role of 
government in a free-enterprise system and the global economy, and 
personal finance strategies. Throughout the course, students apply 
critical-thinking skills while making practical economic choices. Students 
also master literacy skills through rigorous reading and writing 
activities. Students analyze data displays and write routinely and 
responsively in tasks and assignments that are based on scenarios, 
texts, activities, and examples. In more extensive, process-based writing 
lessons, students write full-length essays in informative and 
argumentative formats.  

Spanish 1A 
Spanish 1B 

.5 

.5 

 

Students begin their introduction to high school Spanish with 
fundamental building blocks in four key areas of foreign language study: 
listening comprehension, speaking, reading, and writing. Each unit 
consists of an ongoing adventure story, a new vocabulary theme and 
grammar concept, numerous interactive games reinforcing vocabulary 
and grammar, reading and listening comprehension activities, speaking 
and writing activities, and multimedia cultural presentations covering 
major Spanish-speaking areas in Europe and the Americas. 

Spanish 2A 
Spanish 2B 

.5 

.5 
High school students continue their introduction to Spanish with 
fundamental building blocks in four key areas of foreign language study: 
listening comprehension, speaking, reading, and writing. Each unit 
consists of an ongoing adventure story, a new vocabulary theme and 
grammar concept, numerous interactive games reinforcing vocabulary 
and grammar, reading and listening comprehension activities, speaking 
and writing activities, cultural presentations covering major Spanish-
speaking areas in Europe and the Americas, and assessments. 

Spanish 3A 
Spanish 3B 

.5 

.5 
In this expanding engagement with Spanish, high school students 
deepen their focus on four key skills in foreign language acquisition: 
listening comprehension, speaking, reading, and writing. In addition, 
students read significant works of literature in Spanish and respond 
orally or in writing to these works. Continuing the pattern and building 
on what students encountered in the first two years, each unit consists 
of a new vocabulary theme and grammar concept, numerous 
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interactive games reinforcing vocabulary and grammar, reading and 
listening comprehension activities, speaking and writing activities, and 
multimedia cultural presentations covering major Spanish-speaking 
areas in Europe and the Americas 

Art History  .5 Introducing art within historical, social, geographical, political, and 
religious contexts for understanding art and architecture through the 
ages, this course offers high school students an in-depth overview of art 
throughout history, with lessons organized by chronological and 
historical order and world regions. Students enrolled in this one-
semester course cover topics including early medieval and Romanesque 
art; art in the twelfth, thirteenth, and fourteenth centuries; fifteenth-
century art in Europe; sixteenth-century art in Italy; the master artists; 
High Renaissance and baroque art; world art, which includes the art of 
Asia, Africa, the Americas, and the Pacific cultures; eighteenth-and 
nineteenth-century art in Europe and the Americas; and modern art in 
Europe and the Americas. 

Visual Art .5 Covering art appreciation and the beginning of art history, this course 
encourages students to gain an understanding and appreciation of art 
in their everyday lives. Presented in an engaging format, this one-
semester course provides an overview of many introductory themes: 
the definition of art, the cultural purpose of art, visual elements of art, 
terminology and principles of design, and two- and three-dimensional 
media and techniques. Tracing the history of art, high school students 
enrolled in the course also explore the following time periods and 
places: prehistoric art, art in ancient civilizations, and world art before 
1400. 

Digital Art I .5 Digital Arts focuses on building a solid foundation of the elements of art 
and design: line, shape, form, color, value, space, and texture. Topics 
include learning processes for evaluating artworks and identifying 
selected artists’ works, styles, and historical periods. Students learn 3D 
space in a 2D environment; filters, gradients, and highlights; and 
methods of working with color. By the end of this course, students will 
have created a unique portfolio of digital artwork, including repeating 
images to be used as a computer’s desktop background, a logo with 
text, two images scaled proportionally to one another, and a poster 
image and layout. Students advance their skills using Inkscape, a free 
open-source alternative to Adobe® Illustrator®, and also learn new 
tools such as the Spiral, Bezier, and Paint Bucket Tools. 

Digital Art II .5 In the second part of Digital Art, students will build on the skills and 
concepts learned in part I. Develop your vocabulary of digital design 
elements, learn about the principles of design, and use them to create 
unique artworks. Create a collection of digital art projects for a digital 
design portfolio. 

Intro to Game 
Design 

 

 

.5 Are you a gamer? Do you enjoy playing video games or coding? Does 
the idea of creating and designing your own virtual world excite you? If 
so, this is the course for you! Tap into your creative and technical skills 
as you learn about the many aspects involved with designing video 
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games. You will learn about video game software and hardware, 
various gaming platforms, necessary technical skills, troubleshooting 
and internet safety techniques, and even the history of gaming. And to 
top it all off, you’ll even have the opportunity to create your very own 
plan for a 2D video game! Turn your hobby into a potential career and 
go from simply being a player in a virtual world to actually creating one!  

Music Appreciation .5 Music is part of everyday lives and reflects the spirit of our human 
condition. To know and understand music, we distinguish and identify 
cultures on local and global levels.  This course will provide students 
with an aesthetic and historical perspective of music, covering a variety 
of styles and developments from the Middle Ages through the 
Twentieth First Century. Students will acquire basic knowledge and 
listening skills, making future music experiences more informed and 
satisfying 

   
Lifetime Fitness .5 Exploring fitness topics such as safe exercise and injury prevention, 

nutrition and weight management, consumer product evaluation, and 
stress management, this course equips high school students with the 
skills they need to achieve lifetime fitness. Throughout this one-
semester course, students assess individual fitness levels according to 
the five components of physical fitness: cardiovascular health, muscular 
strength, muscular endurance, flexibility, and body composition. 
Personal fitness assessments encourage students to design a fitness 
program to meet their individual fitness goals. 

Healthy Living .5 Encouraging students to make responsible, respectful, informed, and 
capable decisions about topics that affect the well-being of themselves 
and others, this course is a one-semester course that provides students 
with comprehensive information they can use to develop healthy 
attitudes and behavior patterns. Designed for high school students, this 
informative and engaging course encourages students to recognize that 
they have the power to choose healthy behaviors to reduce risks. 

Personal Finance .5 This introductory finance course teaches what it takes to understand 
the world of finance and make informed decisions about managing 
finances. Students learn more about economics and become more 
confident in setting and researching financial goals as they develop the 
core skills needed to be successful. In this one-semester course, 
students learn how to open bank accounts, invest money, apply for 
loans, apply for insurance, explore careers, manage business finances, 
make decisions about major purchases, and more. Students will be 
inspired by stories from finance professionals and individuals who have 
reached their financial goals 

Strategies for 
Academic Success 

.5 Offering a comprehensive analysis of different types of motivation, 
study habits, and learning styles, this one-semester course encourages 
high school and middle school students to take control of their learning 
by exploring varying strategies for success. Providing engaging lessons 
that will help students identify what works best for them individually, 
this one-semester course covers important study skills, such as 
strategies for taking high-quality notes, memorization techniques, test-
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taking strategies, benefits of visual aids, and reading techniques.  

Career Planning & 
Development 

.5 Offering a comprehensive analysis of different types of motivation, 
study habits, and learning styles, this one-semester course encourages 
high school and middle school students to take control of their learning 
by exploring varying strategies for success. Providing engaging lessons 
that will help students identify what works best for them individually, 
this one-semester course covers important study skills, such as 
strategies for taking high-quality notes, memorization techniques, test-
taking strategies, benefits of visual aids, and reading techniques.  

Intro to Coding .5 Intro to Coding covers a basic introduction to the principles of 
programming, including algorithms and logic. Students engage in 
hands-on programming tasks in the Python programming language as 
they write and test their own code using the approaches real 
programmers use in the field. Students will program with variables, 
functions and arguments, and lists and loops, providing a solid 
foundation for more advanced study as well as practical skills they can 
use immediately 

Intro to 
Entrepreneurship 

.5 This one-semester course teaches the key skills and concepts students 
need to know to plan and launch a business. Students learn about real-
life teen entrepreneurs; characteristics of successful entrepreneurs; 
how to attract investors and manage expenses; sales stages, planning, 
and budgeting; how to generate business ideas and create a business 
plan; and how to promote and market a company. Topics include 
exploring factors of business success and failure, economic systems, 
competition, production, costs and pricing, accounting, bookkeeping 
and financial reporting, working with others, and successfully managing 
employees.  

Microsoft Office 
Specialist 

1.0 This two-semester course introduces students to the features and 
functionality of Microsoft® Office® 2010 while preparing them for the 
beginning, intermediate, and advanced levels of the Microsoft User 
Specialist (MOS) certification program. Through video instruction, 
interactive skills demonstrations, practice assignments, and unit-level 
assessments, students become proficient in Microsoft Word®, Excel®, 
PowerPoint®, Outlook®, and Access®. By the end of the course, 
students are prepared to demonstrate their skills by obtaining one or 
more MOS certifications.  

Intro to Business 1.0 In this two‐semester introductory course, students learn the principles 
of business using real‐world examples—learning what it takes to plan 
and launch a product or service in today’s fast‐ paced business 
environment. This course covers an introduction to economics, costs 
and profit, and different business types. Students are introduced to 
techniques for managing money, personally and as a business, and 
taxes and credit; the basics of financing a business; how a business 
relates to society both locally and globally; how to identify a business 
opportunity; and techniques for planning, executing, and marketing a 
business to respond to that opportunity.  

Intro to Information 1.0 This course introduces students to the essential technical and 
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Technology professional skills required in the field of Information Technology (IT). 
Through hands-on projects and written assignments, students gain an 
understanding of the operation of computers, computer networks, 
Internet fundamentals, programming, and computer support. Students 
also learn about the social impact of technological change and the 
ethical issues related to technology. Throughout the course, 
instructional activities emphasize safety, professionalism, 
accountability, and efficiency for workers within the field of IT 

Psychology 1.0 This two-semester course introduces high school students to the study 
of psychology and helps them master fundamental concepts in 
research, theory, and human behavior. Students analyze human 
growth, learning, personality, and behavior from the perspective of 
major theories within psychology, including the biological, psychosocial, 
and cognitive perspectives. From a psychological point of view, 
students investigate the nature of being human as they build a 
comprehensive understanding of traditional psychological concepts and 
contemporary perspectives in the field. Course components include an 
introduction to the history, perspectives, and research of psychology; 
an understanding of topics such as the biological aspects of psychology, 
learning, and cognitive development; the stages of human 
development; aspects of personality and intelligence; the classification 
and treatment of psychological disorders; and psychological aspects of 
social interactions. 

Sociology .5 Providing insight into the human dynamics of our diverse society, this is 
an engaging, one-semester course that delves into the fundamental 
concepts of sociology. This interactive course, designed for high school 
students, covers cultural diversity and conformity, basic structures of 
society, individuals and socialization, stages of human development as 
they relate to sociology, deviance from social norms, social 
stratification, racial and ethnic interactions, gender roles, family 
structure, the economic and political aspects of sociology, the sociology 
of public institutions, and collective human behavior, both historically 
and in modern times. 

 

GRAND CANYON UNIVERSITY - DUAL ENROLLMENT CREDIT 

High school credit may be granted to students who satisfactorily complete college courses. Students 

must complete a Dual Enrollment Credit Form and secure permission from the campus administrator 

prior to taking the college course if they wish to receive high school credit. 

LEAO has a partnership with Grand Canyon University (GCU). Eligible students may enroll in GCU’s online 

courses. Dual enrollment guidelines must be followed.  

LEAO guidelines for dual enrollment credit are: 

1. In order for a student to receive credit at the high school, the school administrator must sign 

the Dual Enrollment Credit Form prior to the start of the college class. 
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2. It is recommended that the following LEAO core classes be taken at the high school in order 

to receive the grade level academic standard instruction: 

 The four English credits 

 The first three Science credits 

 The first four Math credits 

 All three Social Studies credits 

3. Classes earning between three (3) and five (5) credit hours will receive one half credit (.5) to 

be awarded toward graduation requirements. 

4. Upon successful completion of the college class, it is the student’s responsibility to provide 

the high school Registrar with a copy of the Official Transcript. 

EAST VALLEY INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY (EVIT) 

EVIT is a public, joint technological education district (JTED) that serves students in the East Valley. 

Students spend a half-day at EVIT in a technological program and the other half-day at their high school. 

11th and 12th grade students can attend tuition-free, if they have met the class perquisites. Please meet 

with the school counselor for EVIT enrollment and credit information. 

 


